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Week of February 15, 1988 


JOBLESS RATE FOR BLACKS SHOWED 
NO CHANGE IN JANUARY, BLS REPORTS 


WASHINGTON --The unemployment rate for blacks in January, 
12.2 percent, showed no change from the previous month, the U.S. Department 
of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. 


During January, the jobless rate remained steady for black adult men, 
10.1 percent. 


For black adult women, the unemployment rate, 11.1 percent, showed 
little change from the 10.9 percent rate for the previous month. 


The jobless rate for black youth was 35 percent in January, compared 
to 33.4 percent in December. 


For the nation as a whole, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported 
that unemployment was unchanged in January, and the growth in nonfarm 
payroll jobs slowed. ’ 


The overall jobless rate was 5.7 percent and the civilian worker rate 
was 5.8 percent. Both rates have shown little change since last summer. 


Nonagricultural payrol! caployment, as measured by the monthly survey 
of business establishments, increased marginally in January--by 105,000-- 
while total civilian employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
households, rose more markedly-385,000. 


Over the past year, employment levels in the establishment and 
household surveys have advanced by 2.8 and 3.1 million, respectively. 


Both the number of unemployed persons in January--7.million--and the 
civilian unemployment rate--5.8 percent--were unchanged from December, 
after seasonal adjustment. 2 


Jobless rates for adult men and women (each at 5.1 percent), teenagers 
(16.0 percent), and whites (5.0 percent) showed little or no change over 
the month. , 


The unemployment rate for Hispanics, which tends to fluctuate more 
than those of whites and blacks, edged down to 7.2 percent over the month. 


The average (mean) duration of unemployment, at 14.4 weeks, was little 
changed in January, while median duration was up slightly to 6.4 weeks. 


# # # 





Week of February 15, 1988 


EARNINGS OF BLACKS UP 
DURING YEAR, BLS REPORTS 


WASHINGTON -- Median weekly earnings of the nation's 9.3 million 
blacks employed as full-time wage and salary workers were $306 in the 
fourth quarter of 1987, the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported. This was a slight increase over the $293 earnings 
reported for the same period in 1986. 


The median weekly earnings for black men working at full-time jobs 
were $334 in the fourth quarter, 72 percent of the median for white men, 
$462. 


The median for black women, $283, equalled 91 percent that of white 
women, $312. 


The highest earnings for both men and women occurred in the 25 to 54 
years group; for men, $369, for women, $299. 


There was little difference by sex in the earnings of young adults in 
the 16 to 24 years group; $215 for men, $220 for women. 


The earnings of black workers, $306, were higher than Hispanics, $290, 
but lower than for whites, $391. 


For the nation as a whole, the Bureau of Labor Statistic reported that 
median weekly earnings of the nation's 81.6 million full-time wage and 
salary workers were $38] in the fourth quarter of 1987. This represented 
an increase of 3.5 percent from a year earlier--less than the 4.5-percent 
rise in prices as measured by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers. 


Women who usually worked full time had median weekly earnings of $309, 
69 percent of the $445 earned by men. For all of 1987, the ratio averaged 
70 percent, up a notch from 1986's 69-percent figure. 


Among men, workers in executive, administrative, and managerial 
occupations earned the most, $667, followed by those in professional 
specialties. $628. In a distant third place were technicians, $501. 


For women, earnings were highest for professionals and for the smal] 
number employed as mechanics and repairers, both about $475, followed by 
those in executive, administrative, and managerial jobs, $421. 


Data on usual weekly earnings are collected as part of the Current 
Population Survey, a nationwide sample survey of households in which 
respondents are asked how much each wage and salary worker usually earns 
per week. 

# # # 





Week of February 15, 1988 
FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPAR OF LABOR 


Only about 5 percent to 7 percent of mid-level and upper- 
level corporate management jobs were held by women during the 
1986 fiscal year, according to the U.S. Department's annual 
report. 


Women inmates in 5 Federal institutions and at least 17 
State prisons have available to them apprenticeship training in 
such skilled trades as plumbing, painting, auto mechanics, 
firefighting, and machine repair, under efforts developed by the 
Women's Bureau, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's 
annual report for fiscal year 1986. 


# # # 


The Women's Bureau developed a cooperative relationship with 
the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training and the Bureau of 
Prisons to offer apprenticeship training programs to help equip 


incarcerated women with job skills and other support to help them 
become contributing members of society upon their release from 
prison, according to the U.S. Labor Department's annual report. 


# # # 
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